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PREFACE. 


WHle a ray of light begins to beam upon us 
frem an unexpected quarter, we commence - 
a new Preface. Whether the late events will lead to — 
a happy and extenfive change ‘in Europe, or only 
to frefh fcenes of cruelty and catnage, mut for 
fome time be uncertain: but we, who have always 
been no lefs friendly to ‘true liberty, than hoftile to 
¢ democratic anarchy, cannot but fend up the warmeft 
vows in favour of the Spanifh Patriots, whofe glo- 
rious example, if it fhould animate. other countries 
to a like refiftance, would foon produce the downfall 
and comm of ufurpation and injuftice. 


.) —Quod felix fauftumque fiet; 
In a time, we keep the even tenor of our 
way, and commence our {ketch of Literature with that 


which in this country ever has, and we cruft ever will 
be confidered as the moft important topic. 


_ Divinity. 


We thall begin with volumes of Sermons, as they 


happen to be at ae the moft memorable article 


on our lift: and firft with the truly excellent volume 
Ae2 of 











iv PREFACE, 


of the acute and logical Paley*. We were rather 
premature in our hopes, when we flattered ourfelves 
in April laft, that the obftacles to the general pub- 
lication of this pofthumous volume were at length 
removed. Not till the month of July were our 
withes gratified, when the’ advertifement at length 
appeared, by permiffion of the Executors, We are far. 
from intending any cenfure by ftating this delay; we 
know that there were found reafons for it, though of 
a different clafs from thofe which were in our con- 
templation. Paley’s Sermons, however, are at length 
publifhed, and we congratulate our readers on the 
acceffion of fo much Chriflian inftru&ion, Two 
able works againft Infidelity and Atheifm, next de- 
mand our attention: Mr. lan Mildert’s Sermons at 
Boyle’s Lefture+, and Profeffor Vince’s Confutation of 
Atheifm +t, on aftronomical principles. The former 
author takes an Hiftorical View of the rife and pro- 
grefs of Infidelity, trom the earlieft times: the latter 
brings all the knowledge of the profound aftronomer 
to bear againft the do¢trines of the Atheift; and at 
the fame time conveys, in the fimpleft manner, to 
thofe who may require it, the knowledge of the fci- 
entific faéts. A work fo worthy of an Univerfity, 
that nothing more appropriate could be offered by 
a profeffor to the ftudents. Mr. Cooper’s fecond vo- 
lume of Di/courfes§ maintains the character we be- 
ftowed upon the firft, as containing eloquent and 
fcriptural exhortations, on very momentous fubjects. 
Of Works on fpeculative or practical Divinity we 
muft now fpeak: and firft of the Leéfures of the late 
Dr. George Campbell, of Aberdeen, on Syfematic 
Theology and Pulpit Eloguence|. This valaiaens 
work appears to be given to the public with fidelity, 
from the papers of the author, of whofe refpectable 


* See No, IJ. p, 159. and IV. p. go2. + No. IIL p. 28, 
$ No. VI. p. 613. § No. VI. p.648. No. IV. p. 354. ° 
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name it is in general worthy ; though we cannot with 
it to fuperfede the Leétures of Dr. Hey, or other 
initiatory works, more exactly adapted than this to 
the principles of our excellent Church. To the 
Effays of Mr. Fames Smith, of Dundee, on. the Prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity*, we paid a particular attention, 
becaufe they appeared to us to contain obfervations 
of great value; and becaufe we hoped, by certain 
timely cautions, to affift the author in the completion 
of his defign, which is to occupy another volume. 
An anonymous publication, entitled Primitive 
Truth+, on the contefted queftion of the reformed 
Confeffions. of Faith, is evidently the work of a 
learned and pious divine. We regard it alfo as one 
of the moft- powerful vindications of our Articles, 
from being intended to convey a Calviniftic fenfe; 
becaufe the author, while he demonftrates this point, 
muft, in fome degree, have facrificed his own withes 
to the love of truth. ' 
Turning to fmaller tracts, our attention.is due to 
the truly Paftoral Letter of the Bifbop of London t, 
addreffed to the leading people of all claffes in the 
Weft-India IMands ; enforcing with a zeal, worthy of 
the character and fituation of the writer, the infruc- 
tion of the flaves in the principles of our Holy Re- 
ligion. The excellent, though fmall, tract of Mr, 
Cockburn, on the genuine Epiftles of Ignatius§, de- 
ferves aif6 our warme(t recomme adation ; as removing 
every fhadow of reafonable dqubt from a fubjeét of 
much collateral importance to Religion. In addition 
to the powerful arguments againft Atheifm, adduced 
by Paley, Mr. G. Clarke has furnifhed what he 
modeftly calls an humble Supplement, but what is, 
in truth, an argument well deferving to be fubjoined 
to thofe of the original writer. _ Nor will the grave 
theologians object, we conceive, to admit a Lady 


* No. VI. p.627. + No.1. p. gt. No. III, p. 233. 
§ Noll. p. 204. { No. IV. p. 448, ' 
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among them, when we mention, as a candidate for 
that diftinction, the author of that pleafing and in- 
ftructive tract, the Beneficial Effects of the Chriftian 
Temper on domeftic Life*, ‘The fubject is completely 
within the reach of female obfervation, and it 1s 
handled with judgement as. well as ge one A 
{mall collection of Paffages, tranflated from, Chry- 
foftom and other Greek Fathers, by Mr. Hugh Stuart - 
Boyd+ may be mentioned here with approbation : 
and the fecond edition of Mr. Owen's Chriftian Mo- 
nitor { demands a fimilar notice. We know'the ta- 
lents of the author, and enly regret that they have ~ 
not yet taken an ampler field of exertion. 

Among writers of fingle and occafional dif- 
courfes we fhould be forry nosto have fome of the 
Epifcopal order; nor can we be expofed to that dif- 
appointment, while vigilance and ability continte to 
ine the ornaments of the facred Bench. ‘Thefey and 
other becoming qualities, may be diftinétly traced in 
the (darge of the Bifbep of Rochefter, delivered at his 
laft ViStation§. The learned Bifhop treats on fe- 
veral fub sects, but particularly that of the Catholic ~ 
Claims, with perfpicuity and energy. ‘T'wo' public 
difeourfes by the Bifbop of Exeter (now Salifbury ) 
have been noticed by us in this volume, later than 
their proper time ; the one for the Society for Pro- 
moting Chriftian Knowledge, at, the annual meeting 
of the Charities); the other before the Houle of 
Lords, on the Faft+day, 1807q. Both are fuch 
as the occafions demanded, and the character of the 
Prelate would lead us to expeét. In a Sermon 
preached at the Magc‘alen Hofpital, the Bifbop of 
Meath ** took-occafion to expatiate on the import- 
ance of educatien, in forming and preferving the 
religious charatier. The preparation of a foul def- 


° No. V. p. 562. + No. VI. p. 675. tf No. VI.’p. 674. 
$§ No.l. p.26: - || No. IV. p. 447, Ne, VI. p. 669. 
** No, VI. p. 670, sb 4 : Bo 
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tined to an immortal ftate is, as he obferves, a moft 
momentous bufinefs. The Claims of the eftablifbed 
Church, to protection and advantages, are treated 
with great energy by Dr. Jreland*, Prebendary of 
Weftminfter ; who ftates with peculiar exaCtnefs the 
duties both of Catholics and Proteftants, as’ to each 
other, and as to the gévernment.’ In two very ex: 
cellent Sermons, Mr. H. Ryder combats the too 
prevalent doftrines of indefectibie grace+, and uncon> 
ditional decreest; and fhows, particularly, that che 
preaching of the latter was not the practice of Sv. 
Paul, nor of thofe who immediately. followed him, 
not of the founders of our own church. A very acute 
and learned difcourfé, on Singularity and Exce/s in 
Philological Speculation, was ‘preached by Dr. Lau- 
rence§, where fuch. a difcourfe could beft be under- 
{toGd and‘ relifhed, at Oxford’; it is full of cricicifm 
well applied, and of found doétrine ably enforced. 
To correct, if poffible, the remifinels, too often 
fubfifting with refpeét to: the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, Mr. S. Clapham made it the fubjedtvof 2 
Vifitation Sermon |: and@ it is not eafy to fay, whether 
he elucidates the déétrine, or inculcates the obfervs 
ance, with the greater {kill Among the férmons 
preached in conféquence of ‘the donation of AZ. 
Buchanan, we could not but diftinguifh that of Mr. 
E. Nares @], Rector of Biddenden. In found judge- 
ment,.'and unaffected ftyle, it forms a ftrong con- 
tra{t to fome compofitions of the fame fort’: and, in 
the notes, prefents a valuable combination of refearch 
and elucidation, Ina fermon preached at Dundee**, 
in ‘behalf of the Englith prifoncrs in France, Mr. 
Horfley reminds us of fome of the merits’ of his 
father ; whom to remember, in any way of gratitude, 
will always be our duty,and delight. 


* No. I. p. 75. + No. Il. p. 201. tf No. VI. p. 671. 
§ No. ILI. p. 326. { No. lal. p. 322, 4 No. VE. py 652. 
** No. VI. p. 673. | 
A 4 History. 
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Hisrory. 


We have made but few excurfions into the region 
of Hiftory, fince the clofe of our preceding volume ; 
but fome of thofe have been fuccefsful. In one of 
them we meet with Dr. Gillies, an experienced 
writer, whofe Hiftory of the Vorld*, during a period 
of extraordinary events and revolutions, fupplies an 
important chafm in the connection of the whole. 
We have not yet concluded our remarks on this 
elaborate work. Befides this, we have chiefly had to 
notice tranflated hiftory. Thus the conclufion of 
Mr. Fobnes’s valuable verfion of Froiffart, extending 
to four large volumes in quarto, opened our fourth 
Number; and the Memoirs of Foinvillet, with ad- 
ditions, making two more volumes of equal magni- 
tude, continued the labours of the fame well qualified 
tranflator: That fuch an author, a volunteer in the 
caufe of literature, fhould, in the midft of his ufeful 
labours, have had occafion to lament the deftruction 
of the chief part of his noble library, cannot but 
excite a general fecling of regret. The very confi- 
derable additions made to Mr. Wraxall’s Hiftory of 
France§, in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth 
centuries, induced us to mention again, though 
briefly J, that curious work ; which now derives new 
intereft from the comparifon of old and modern 
times, Our rupture with the Danes, probably, led 
to the tranflation of a work by AZallingq, in which 
the author collects and celebrates the noble actions 
of his countrymen, It is a monument which, even 


in the midft of temporary enmity, may be contem- 
plated with fatisfaction: 


* No. V. p. 461. + No. IV. p.341. t No. VI. p. 58s. 


v No, Il, p. 207, | See our feventh and cighth volumes. 
Z No, I. p. ¢5. : 
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ANTIQUITIES. | 


The commencement of Caledonia, by Mr. G. 
Chalmers*, who, with a laudable ambition, afpires 
to be the Camden of the North, opens our prefent 
Volume. The ardour of refearch, for which the 
author has been long diftinguifhed, has found a noble 
fubje& for exertion in this work, which will doubt- 
_Iefs be accompanied to its conclufion by the public 
attention and patronage. A long and regretted arrear 
of account, with our learned, worthy, and admirably 
ingenious friend, Mr. Whitaker, was paid in our 
fecond Number, where his ancient Cathedral of Corn- 
wall +, at length received the tribute due to its very 
fingular merits. Let thofe who rigoroufly infift on 
= juft theory of fpeedy and orderly notice of pub- 
ications, read the hiftory of our difappointments as 
to that work. A public carriage mufl fet out at its | 
time, whether the expected paflengers are ready or 
not; and a Review-is a carriage which muft be 
filled; if one traveller loiters, another muft be preffed 
into his place. The worthy and indefatigable Hif- 
torian of Leicefterfhire next demands our recollec- 
tion; a man whom neither profperity could cor- 
rupt, nor misfortune deprefs; Sy/vanus in the fimpli- 
city, and Urban in the benignity of his charatter. 
From the fire, which confumed a great part of his 
own labours, as well as thofe of others, Mr. Nichols 
comes forth with new luftre ; and his Leiceferfire t, 
by that accident rendered. fcarce, will always rank 
among the books which do not at all deferve to 
be fo. * 





* No, I. po 1. + NoJvdl. p.101, $ No. II. p, 132, and 
IV. p. 386. : 
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BIOGRAPHY. 


Mr. Cumberland’s written, like his real, Life, is 
interefting even to its clofe; and his Supplement *’ 
fhows that his-hand is not enfeebled like Priam’s, 
though his age is not much inferior, Ina. fmall, 
but well compofed volume, the premature and fhort- 
lived genius of Chatterton is celebrated by Mr. Davis t, 
whofe fentiments on the difputed-points are thofe' of 
fagacity and knowledge. The Life of Wa/bington f, 
by the American Judge, Marfhall, is in great mea- 
fure a political hiftory, but it is the work of a man, 
whofe candour had not entirely yielded to his preju- 
dices. The narrative of Lord Neljon’s Death, written 
by Dr. Beatty, the furgeon of his fhip §, is indeed 
only a biographical fragment; bur the fubje& givay 
an intereft to every authentic: particular, -however 
minute. Orton’s Letters], accompanted by Mr, 
Palmer's Late of him, may certainly’ be confidered as 
biographical ; and indeed genuine letters have always. 
fo far the character of biography, that they illuftrate 
fomething of the tranfactions, and fill more the dif- 
pofition of the writer. The Life of Dr. Bray, as 
illuitrative of his benevolent plans, {til puriued by 
his affociates, and affording a noble example of true 
public fpirit, is’ indeed a valuable document. ©The 
narrative of the laft year of Leuis XVI. by M. Hue; 
one of the officers of his chamber, is truly intereft- 
ing, and the tranflator, Mr. Dallas**, may juflly 
be praiied for introducing it to his cotintrymen, 


* No. Ii. p. 116. + NOVIII. p. 298. + No. IV. p. 374, 


§ No@l. pcg. . i} No. Il, pecie. No. V. p. 564. 
we We: Vi. pi cO3. + sey 
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PREFACE. 


TRAVELS. 


We do not quite fo much abound in works of this 
clafs at prefent, as'in fome former Volumes. ‘The 
chief are Mr. Thornton’s prefent State of Turkey*, and 
Dr. Bucbanan’s ‘fourney from Madras+; “and, of 
thefe, the firft is rather che refult of a refidence in 
the country defcribed, than’ any defcription of jour- 
nies in it. ri Buchanan's book has for its obje&, 
as his journey had, things more important thammere 
travelling anéedotes; and it is perhaps the lefs 
amufing to the general reader, in proportion as iz is 
more valuable to the ftatefman. Mr. Fanjfon's 
Stranger in America, concluded in this Volume f, 
cextainly has little claim to general commendation; 

t, in the eagernefs for information concerning dif- 
tant regions, may be turned over, at a leifure op- 
portunity, with fome profpec of amufement. Afr. 
Barnett’s View of the State of Poland§ is the refult 
of aten months refidence,; and certainly is not devoid 
of attractions to the’ Englifh reader. 


PoLirics, 


At the head of this clafs, though not, for reafons 
afigned, the fubject of a detailed article in our Re- 
view, we fhall place, without fcruple, the Speeches of 
Mr. Pitt}. Imperfeétly as they muft be reported, 
in the common modes of publication, the {peeches of 
that truly great man muf convey inftruction and de- 
light.’ They may be,faint¥images only, but they 
are refi€tions ‘from a powerful luminary, which con- 
vey both light and heat in a great, though much 
diminifhed, proportion, 


* No. III. p. 221. + No. VI. p. 573. {¢ No. I. p. 64. 
§ No. IV. p. 453. || Ne. V. p. g51- 
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On temporary and difputatious politics we have 
not much to remark. The pamphlets | which beft 
pleafed us, of this kind, are Mr. Tinney’s Refleftions 
on the State of the Nation*, and the anonymous tract 
on the Caufes of the Expedition againft Copenbagent. 
Both thefe are ftrong and clear on their refpective 
fubjeéts, and dictated, in our opinion, by patriottfm 
as well as judgment. We have often found good 
allies in American writers, when they had the fenfe 
to difcern, and the patriotifm to enforce, the true 
interefts of their country; and this has happened 
in a recent inftance, where an American Farmer wrote 
on Peace (namely, Peace with England) without 
Difbonour, and War (with the fame) without Hope f. 
If wifdom can prevail, in that country, againft ont 
tion, that tract muft meet with attention, and 
alfo it affuredly deferves it. Eaft-Indian politics Hage 
been difcuffed in two tracts, the one anonymous, and 
entitled, a Review of the Affairs of India§; the other 
by the Rev. 7. Brand, direétly pointed to the Re- 
futation of the principal charge againft Lord Wel- 
lefley}. Both are ably written, and difficult, we 
fhould conceive,. to anfwer. On Education, as 2 

litical meafure, Mr. Bowles writes with found 
judgment, and patriotic feeling, in his Second Letter 
to Mr. Whitbread], as he had in his firft**. Some 
very powerful remarks on other fubjects conclude 
this able traét. A loyal and ufeful compilation, en- 
titled Church, King, and Con/titutiont++, deferves at 
leaft to be mentioned, as preferving forme material 
documents. 

Two remaining tracts.on our lift muft be placed 
here, for want of a fitter fituation to admit them ; 
the one more properly ftatiftical than. political; the 
other on a public queflion, no longer under legifla- 


* No. VI. p. 663. + No. IV. p. 413. $ No. III. p. gts. 
§ No.1l, p.1qg2. {| No. VI. pl G06 @ No. V. p. 492. 
* See yol. xxx. p. 396. +t No. IIL. p. 314 
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tive debate, and therefore lofing, in a great meafure, 
its connection with ftate affairs. The former,’ by 
Mr. Newenbam*,- author of other political tracts, 
is on the Population of Ireland, and contains much 
ufeful, fome curious, and fome difputable matter, ° 
The other is the Letter of Mr. Wilberforce + to his 
Yorkthire Conftituents, and is intended ‘to wind up 
the whole fubjeét of the Slave Trade; on which the 
author would not be contented with victory, if he 
could not for ever maintain that he had truth and 
juftice on his fide, 


Law. 


eA\Barrifter’s remarks‘on the Debtor and Creditor 

st, is the chief legal book here noticed; and 
that is more remarkable for utility than extent. But 
{till fmaller is the Conftable’s Affifiant §, publifhed by 
the Society for the Suppreffion of Vice, yet well’ 
worthy of attention to thofe who have to take any 
active part in the apprehenfion of offenders. 


PHitosopny. | 

> 
The firft part of the Philofophical Tranfaitions for 
1807 |, is recorded in our prefent Volume, and the 
articles nit, though not numerous, appear to be 
highly ge Various, and belonging to very 
different branches of purfuit, are the other {cientific 
works which have come i us. The bett is, 
perhaps, The complete Navigator, by Dr. Mackay 4, 
which fulfils the promife of its title more - nearly 
than can often happen with works of difficult exe- 


* No. II. p.325. + No. IID. p. ogy. t No. III. p. 317- 
§ No. II]. p.gig. |} No. V. p. pi No. 1V. p. 428. 
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cution. Bonnycaftle’s Trigonometry* falls a. little 
_ fhort of the expectation raifed by the author’s name, 
but is, neverthelefs, a refpectable work. Mr, 
Parkes’s ufeful book, entitled The Chemical Cate- 
chifm+, is fo much approved of by the public, that 
it is proceeding to new editions; to which, we un- 
derftand, the author is careful to add improvements 
of various kinds. The graphic merit of Mr. Wood's 
Zoography t, refulting from the diligent employment 
of Mr. Daniell’s powers, entitle it to a commenda- 
tion not equally due to the compilation; but the plan 
is pleafigg and inftructive, and muft command atten- 
tion. “Mr. Wbhiting’s portable Mathematical Tables §, 
and a fet of Botanical Traés, anonymoully tranflated’ 
from the works of foreign philofophers || conclude 
our prefent account. The former have much Egy 
commend them, in point of convenience ; and the’ 
latter of curiofity, being tranflated from various 


languages, fome of which are little known ta Englith 
{tudents. 


MEDICINE. 


The faculty are fll employed in refearches con- 
cerning fevers; and different theories are fupported 
by different practitioners. Dr. Clutterbuck, in -his 
Enguiry§, contends that it is a local diforder, of 
which the origin is in the brain. Dr. Beddoes ** 
connects it with inflammation, wherefoever feated; 
and both authors collect a variety of important faéts, 
and difplay abundange™both of judgment and in- 
genuity. All fubftdfices that ferve mankind for 
food or medicine, are {cientifically examined by Dr. 
R. Pearfon; whofe Praéical Synopfis}t is, of its 


* No. III. p. 239. + No. I. p.16. + Wo. VI. p. 650. 


9 
§ No. IIT. p. 328. if No. Il. p.209. 4 No, LI. p. 306. 
kind, 


** No. V. p. 525 No. III. p. 268, 
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kind, the completeft -work that has yet appeared, 
Cafes and obfervations made in Hofpital Practice are 
well ftated by Dr. Bardefley, in his Medical Re- 
ports*, we truft that the work will fuccefsfully pro- 
ceed to feveral volumes, which will be a great ad- 
vantage to the ftudent and practitioners in general. 
A powerful tonic, in fome cafes fuperior even ¢o 
Bark, has been difcovered by Dr. Reece in the Rha- 
tania Root +, chiefly ufed before as a colourin 
matter for wine. It is faid to diforder the Roonech 
lefs than bark, and various formule are given by the 
difcoverer, for adminiftering it with the beft effet. 

The Surgical Treatifes here are only three; and 
it is remarkable that they all have for their object 
the diforders of the eyes. The more confiderable of 
thefe works is by Scarpa}, and,is tranflated by Mr. 
Briggs. The Opbtbalmia is the particular fubject of ' 
the two other medical. tracts: the one written by Dr. 
Vetch§, #1 Army Surgeon, originally of Edinburgh; 
the other by Mi. Ware], whofe eminenge, asa prac- 
titioner in London, will give confiderable currency to 
the opinions he may choofe to efpoufe. 


AGRICULTURE, 


It is ufually with fome exceptions, for redundancy, 
or fome worfe faults, that we recommend agricul- 
tural works; but the following, noticed in the pre- 
fent Volume, have as little exceptionable matter in 
them, as any we have feen for fome time. Mr. 
Parkinfon’s Englifoh Pratticé™of Agriculture, the 
Agriculture of Eaft-Lothian, by Mr. Somerville**, 
and the Experimental Farmer, by Mr. Tibbs tt. 
The latter of thefé books, in particular, has the 


* No. IV. p. 408. + No, IV. p.44s.. £ No, I. p. 52- | 
4 No, lV, P- 442. No. IV. P- 442- PE I, P Bs. 
** No. II, p. 182, +t No, V. p. 553- 
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merit, moft uncommon in this clafs, of containi 
much information within a very {mall compafs. 


PorTry. 


At the head of our Poetical ranks we cannot 
place a perfon of more dignity than an Epic Poet ; 
and Mr. Hoyle, though his Exedus* does not in all 
points fatisfy the critical reader, has fufficient merit 
as a poet to deferve refpectful mention. But of a 
very different charaéter is the much read, much ad- 
mired, and much criticized Marmion, of Mr. IWalter 
Scott t. Without defcending to particulars, in this 


hafty recapitulation, it has faults enough to fe 


*. 


that genius is not infallible ; and beauties enough t 
atone for its faults, were they even greater than they 
are. Mr. Crabbe’s collected Poems t afé a fine fa- 
mily, happily re-united ; and fomething of the fame 
character belongs to the volume of Oxford Prize 
Poems, though in that, the relationfhip between the 
individuals is not quite fo ftriét§. Other colleétions 
of Poems have been mentioned, of various but not 
fmall merit. We may particularly fpecify Adr. Pol- 
whele’s three volumes |], Adr. Bland’s fingle volume, 
in which Edwy and Elgiva, is the principal com- 
pofition, Mr. Stewart's Refurreétion**, Mr. Par- 
fons’s Traveller's Recreations ++, and Mifs Betham's 
elegant volume tf. All thefe, being mixed col- 
leCtions, cannot eafily be characterized, except 
as having a general claim to the attention of po- 
etical readers. As a defcriptive Poem, Mr. Mau- 
rice’s Richmond Hill§§ ranks with the other works 
of that ingenious writer. In a very different line, 


* No. V. p. 496. + No. VI. p. 540. { No. VI. p.sg1. 
§ No. V. p. 545. | No. II]. p. 265. @ No. III. p. 303." 


** No. II. p.192. t# No. V. p. 548. tt No, VI, p. 660. 
§§ No. I. p. 119. : - 
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the anonymous author-of Epics of the Ton*, demands 
fome notice; but, though we. often admire the in- 
- genuity of his fatire, we do not always approve the 
application of it. -The Drama of Adelgitha, by Ar. 
Lewis +, is written with poetical vigour; but without 
that ultimate perfection, either. of ftyle or fable, which 
the author’s talents feem to promife, | 

Two tranflators have been noticed, of.the name 
of Howard, but whether related or not doesnotappear. 
Mr. Nathaniel Howard t¢ took the Inferno of Dantefor his 
tafk ; which he executed with vigour in blank verfe, 
though anticipated, in the fame plan, by a very 
ingenious writer, only,a few months before §, In 
blank verfe alfo are the Metamorphofes of Ovid ren- 
dered, by Mr. F: F: Howard, and the ftyle of tranf- 
ation is good, though not exactly fuited to that of the 
original author, : 


LITERATURE, 


A few works, lately noticed, feem to come. to- 
gether under this head, more conveniently than any 
other, being yet in their fubjects Widely different. 
Mr. Wejfton amufes us with detached Fragments of 
Oriental Literature ; Mr. Dibdin purfues the illuftra- 
tion of Editions of the Claffics, in his Jntroduéion ** ; 
while Mr. Pye comments on the Commentators of .the 
genetal favourite Shak/pearé+t, with a livelinefs, 
whith had it been -exercifed while the chief Com- 
mentators could anfwer for themfelves, would have 
provoked fevere retaliations. An Archeologia-Graca, 
after that of Potter, was evidently a bold under- 


* No. Il. p.197. + No. VI. p.661. No. IV. p. 436. 
§ The Rev. H. Cary. See Brit. Crit. vol. xxxix. p. 528. 
| No. V. p. 541. Now. p. 22. ** No, ILI. p. 268 
tt Now lll. p 244. 
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taking,’ bat Mér.. Rodinfon* has produced one 
which will perhaps affift the young ftudent more 
‘effeétually, than the very learned compilation of the 
Archbifhop. With fincere regret for the lofs of the 
author, and the unfinifhed ftate of his papers, we 
noticed the my lately publifhed, of Mr, 
Boucher’s Supplement to Fobnfon’s Diftionary+. We 
truft, that fuch collections will not be loft for want 
of diligence and attention in fome competent friend, 
{The ingenuity of Mr. Enfor’s Independent Mant} will 
not allow us to pafs it in filence; yet, as a fyftem of 
education, we do not recommend it; it is, indeed, 
rather.to be conpfulted with difcrimination, than fol- 
Jowed implicitly in any thing. 

>. The republication of Ruperti's fecond Edition of 
Fuvenal§, is a fervice to Literature, till the re- 
opening of the Continent fhall pour in upon us thofe 
claffical ftores, which, in Germany at leaft, muft 
have been accumulating fince the interruption of our 
intercourfe: fince an ambitious enemy endeavoured 
to make us literally, what our fhips will ever /pre- 
vent, 


———penitus toto divifos orbe Britannos. 


MIscELLANIES, 


It remains to collect the ftragglers, who would not 
fall in with our main divifions: and firft the poft. 
humous collection of Mrs. Chapone’s Writings ||, two 
volumes highly honourable, not only to the memory 
of the author, but to the general eftimation of female 
character, and authorfhip. There is, however, at pre- 
fent, no deficiency of fuch teftimonies, Mrs, Grant’s 
Letters from the Mountains © tend to the fame point ; 


* No. VI. p. 669. + No. IV. p.396. t No. IV. p.g:6 
4 No, Vi. Pe 626, H No, I, Pe 58. q No, Vi, P: 60 ° z 


as 


5 








PREFACE, aig 


as do alfo Mrs. Opie’s Simple Tales*. All thefe il- 
juftrate the virtues of the fex, as welbas their in- 
genuity. Mad, De Stael’s Corinna, the tranflation of 
which has been lately reported, proves chiefly the 
latter quality. The chief male work, which here 
sl notice, is Mr. Auftin’s Chironomia Tt, a work 
of various ingenuity, containing precepts which hav¢ 
not often been fo well enforced, and an attempt to 
reduce to notation the geftures of the human body, 
We have now once more to clofe our half-year 
account, Inthe fix months which are next to enft 
what events may be comprehended! Our prayer is,. 
that they may at length be profperous, to Britain, to 
Humanity, to the World ! coal 
We truft, that to the grand Ufurper will foon be 
applicable the famous lines of Juvenal: 
) ——nam qui nimios optabat 
Et nimias pofcebat opes, numerofa parabat 
Excelfz turris tabulata, unde altior effet 
Cafus, et impulfe praceps immane rujnz, 


* No, V. p. 566, + No, V, p.ga7. t No. VI. p. gos, 
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